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This is a list of some of the words we have used in the survey 
and what they mean

Antenatal - before the birth of a baby.

Maternity Services - the services that you use when 
you are pregnant.

Midwife - she/he looks after pregnant 
women and their babies before 
birth, during the birth and a 
short time after the birth.

Neonatal - newborn babies.

Neonatal Intensive where babies who are born early
Care Services - or are seriously ill are looked 

after in hospital.

Obstetrician - a doctor who is specially trained 
to look after pregnant women 
and women who are giving birth.

Outpatient - when you have an appointment 
at hospital but you do not stay 
overnight.

Postnatal - after the birth of a baby.

Introduction
NHS Leeds Clinical Commissioning Group is responsible for planning and 
funding most of the health services in Leeds. We work closely with our 
health partners including Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust to deliver 
the best health and care services that we can.

This leaflet is about our proposals to make some changes to maternity 
services. Anyone who is interested in maternity services in Leeds can 
give us their views. It doesn’t matter if you haven’t used these services 
before.

Since 2013 we have talked to local women, their families, and staff in 
maternity and neonatal services. What we have found out has helped us 
to put together the two options you will find later on in this leaflet. The 
feedback has also helped us to develop a maternity strategy for Leeds.

You can see a copy on our website at: 
www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/publications/maternity-strategy-2015-20/

As part of this work we found out that people wanted a midwifery-led 
unit in Leeds so women and their 
families had more choice around 
how and where they give birth.

A midwifery-led unit is run by 
midwives and maternity support 
workers without doctors. There is 
more information about this further 
on.

We would now like your views on 
our two proposed options for future 
maternity and neonatal services in 
Leeds.

We are especially interested in 
hearing your views about possible 
changes to antenatal (pre-birth) and 
postnatal (afterbirth) care.

http://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/publications/maternity-strategy-2015-20/
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The Current Service
For most antenatal (pre-birth) appointments mums will be seen by a 
community midwife. These appointments are usually at a GP surgery or 
a children’s centre. Some appointments, for scans and obstetricians, are 
at a hospital, either St James’s University Hospital (St James’s) or Leeds 
General Infirmary (LGI).

These are called outpatient appointments and most mums will have a 
mixture of both during their pregnancy.

LGI and St James’s both have:

Delivery suites - 
where mums give birth unless they have decided to have their baby at 
home.

Antenatal and postnatal wards - 
where mums stay overnight before and after birth if they need to.

Neonatal units - 
where babies are looked after if they are born too early, they are too 
small or they have a medical condition which needs special treatment.

Sometimes babies need to be moved between the two hospitals so they 
get the right care. The same staff work at both units. This is because 
there is a national shortage of qualified doctors and nurses.

There are also four assessment centres. These are where mums are 
checked if they 
have any problems 
with their 
pregnancy.

There are 
neonatal intensive 
care services at LGI 
and a special care 
baby unit at St 
James’s.

Our Plan
Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust is planning to build two new 
hospitals at Leeds General Infirmary (LGI).

You can find out more here: 
www.leedsth.nhs.uk/about-us/building-the-leeds-way/

Over the next few years we would like to have all maternity and 
neonatal services at LGI. This would include a new midwifery-led unit.

We think that having all maternity services in one place, including 
neonatal care, will allow us to give the best care we can during 
pregnancy, birth and beyond.

It may be a number of years before these changes happen but we would 
like to get your views as soon as we can. We plan to start building work 
in 2020.

http://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/about-us/building-the-leeds-way/
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What is a midwifery-led unit?
Midwifery-led units are run by midwives and maternity support workers 
without doctors.

Because most mums can give birth without help from a doctor, these 
units are a safe choice.

We are planning to build a new midwifery-led unit on our LGI site.

This means that mums can give birth comfortably and safely. If they 
need a doctor there will be one close by.

It means that in hospital:

•	 More women could choose to have their baby in a midwifery-led unit.

•	 Women would have better access to birthing pools and other 
facilities.

•	 All babies that need special care will be born and cared for at LGI. 
They won’t need to be transferred to a different hospital or be 
separated from their mums.

•	 Most mums will carry on having most of their appointments in the 
community.

•	 There will be no facilities for people to give birth at St James’s.

What about antenatal appointments 
and services?
We would like you to help us plan where antenatal appointments will 
be in the future.

Most antenatal appointments already take place in the community.  
They are at Children’s Centres, GP practices or other community places.

Appointments in community settings are very important and we want to 
have more in the future.

We recently spoke to mums and families about outpatient services. You 
can see the report here: 
www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/your-views/maternity-outpatient-
maternity-care-leeds/

We used what they told 
us to come up with the 
2 options about where 
hospital antenatal 
appointments should be.

http://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/your-views/maternity-outpatient-maternity-care-leeds/
http://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/your-views/maternity-outpatient-maternity-care-leeds/


98

Option 1
Have all maternity and neonatal services, including a new midwifery-
led unit at Leeds General Infirmary. Have all hospital antenatal 
appointments at Leeds General Infirmary.

Things to think about with this option:

•	 Women would be familiar with all the maternity departments at the 
hospital and know how to get to them before birth.

•	 All the services would be easy to find as they would be in the same 
place.

•	 Staff would all be based in one place.

•	 Women living close to St James’s would need to travel further for 
their hospital appointments.

Option 2
Have all maternity and neonatal services, including a new midwifery-led 
unit at Leeds General Infirmary. Have some antenatal appointments at St 
James’s and some at LGI.

Things to think about with this option:

•	 Services would be in an area that local families know.

•	 People have told us the parking is good at St James’s.

•	 Staff would need to travel across the city to provide some services.

•	 Women who have their antenatal appointments at St James’s 
wouldn’t be as familiar with all the maternity departments at LGI 
where the baby would be born.

•	 Women may have to be transferred from their outpatient 
appointment at St James’s to an inpatient area at LGI if they or their 
baby is thought to be becoming unwell.

How can I get involved?
You can fill in the short questionnaire at the end of this document and 
send it back. You do not have to pay for postage.

•	 You can complete the questionnaire online at: 
www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/maternityleeds

•	 You can come to one of our drop in sessions.

We will also be working with voluntary sector organisations to gather 
views and comments from local communities who can be hard for us  
to reach.

Tuesday 11th February 
1pm - 5pm

Wednesday 19th February 
1pm - 5pm

Tuesday 3rd March 
9am - 1pm

Wednesday 11th March 
4pm - 8pm

Hamara Centre -  
Tempest Road, Leeds 
LS11 6RD

Old Fire Station -  
Gipton Approach, Leeds 
LS9 6NL

Pudsey Civic Hall -  
Dawsons Corner, Pudsey, 
Leeds LS28 5TA

Carriageworks Auditorium - 
3 Millenium Square, Leeds 
LS2 3AD

http://www.leedsccg.nhs.uk/maternityleeds
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Please can you tell us what you think 
about our plans.
Can you tell us which of these is most important to you?

Please tell us which option you prefer by putting a cross in one of the 
boxes.

About me.
I am filling this in as:

Option 1
Have all maternity and neonatal services, 
including a new midwifery-led unit at Leeds 
General Infirmary. Have all hospital antenatal 
services at Leeds General Infirmary.

Someone who is expecting a baby, or their partner

Someone who has had a baby in the last five years

A member of the public

A healthcare professional

From a voluntary organisation

Other, please write in the box below.

Option 2
Have all maternity and neonatal services, 
including a new midwifery-led unit at Leeds 
General Infirmary. Have some antenatal 
appointments at St James’s and some at LGI.

11
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If you have had a baby in Leeds in the last 5 years, where 
was your baby born?

Thinking about the following aspects of hospital-based 
maternity and neonatal care.

Please put them in order from 1 to 5 with the most important first. For 
example if safety is the most important put a 1 in that box and so on.

Can you tell us how you got there?

Did you use the neonatal service in Leeds?

If you have travelled to a hospital for an antenatal 
appointment, please tell us which hospital:

Leeds General 
Infirmary

Drove in my own car 
and parked

Yes, at LGI

Leeds General Infirmary

Dropped off by 
someone

Yes, at St James’s

Bus

Walked

Driven there by 
someone else and 
parked

Yes, at both sites

St James’s

Taxi

No

Ambulance

Cycled

St James’s Home

13

Safety -  
making sure mums and babies do not need to be moved if a 
baby needs specialist care

Choice -  
people having a choice about where they are seen

NHS efficiency - 
having all the maternity and neonatal staff on one site

Quality -  
mums being able to stay with their baby if they need to be 
transfered to specialist care

Parking -  
finding and paying for a parking space
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Is there anything else you would like to tell us about 
maternity and neonatal services in Leeds?

Thank you for completing this survey

You can return it to:

FREEPOST RTEG-JRZR-CLZG 
Maternity Services Consultation 
NHS Leeds Clinical Commissioning Group 
Suites 2-4 Wira House 
West Park Ring Road 
Leeds LS16 6EB

What will happen to my views?
At the end of the consultation, we will look at all the replies and 
comments and put them in a report.

The report will then be used by NHS Leeds Clinical Commissioning 
Group, Leeds Teaching Hospital NHS Trust and NHS England Specialised 
Commissioning Team to make the decision about maternity and 
neonatal care in Leeds.

Your views will also be used to help us understand the needs of local 
people and how any changes could affect mums, babies and families in 
the future.

Find out more
Please share your contact details if you would like to receive a copy of 
the report and see what people have said. Your details will be stored in 
our system securely for one year. They will only be used for the above 
purpose and any updates regarding this project.

Your personal information will be kept separate from the answers and 
your response to the questions will be anonymous.

Please be aware that if you provide us with personal information in your 
survey responses it may mean that your survey answers are no longer 
anonymous.

15



Data protection
Any information we hold about you will be in accordance with the Data 
Protection Act, the GDPR rules and the NHS’s information governance 
policies and guidance. Your information will be securely stored by the 
communications and engagement team at NHS Leeds Clinical Commissioning 
Group. Your information will not be shared with any third parties and will not 
be used for any other purposes other than those related to planning work 
linked to maternity and neonatal services. You can unsubscribe at any point 
by contacting the CCG on 0113 8435457 or leedsccg.comms@nhs.net

If you have special communication needs or would like  
this information in another format or in a different language,  

please contact us or ask a carer or friend to contact us on 0113 8435457.

Please note that you do not 
have to fill in your personal 
details to complete this 
survey

Name  ..................................................

Address ...............................................

.............................................................

.............................................................

Email  ..................................................

Telephone  ..........................................

GP Practice  .........................................

If you would like to find out 
more about any future changes 
to your local health services 
please tick this box to join our 
community network.

(if you tick the box below, we will be 
in contact with you shortly after the 
engagement has closed) c

How did you hear about this 
survey? (please select one option)

What are your contact details?

Social media NHS Trust

CCG website At an event

Voluntary sector organisation

Other

mailto:leedsccg.comms%40nhs.net?subject=

